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E Writer of the Letters, which 

I am now to conſider, complains 
that © amidſt a Multitude of Diſputes 


about the Chriſtian Religion, that have 
employed the Minds of Men, the Ca- 


_ © pital Queſtion about Acceptance with 


© God has been much miſtaken*.*? Noc 


by himſelf we may ſuppoſe, but by thoſe 


whom he calls the moſt | zealous po- 


pular PreachersF ;* and, if by them, 
_ conſequently by the generality of their 
7777 Fl DB - Teens; 3, 
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Hearers ; for, if but few had embraced. 


their Doctrine, they had not been Fo- 
pular. 

But I cannot help thinking, at erte, 
that it will be much ſafer to follow the 
Directions of theſe Preachers than his. 
For they have generally made the Quel- 


tion to run thus: How, are we to be 


< exerciſed, and under what Influence, 


we do, or endcavour 2 What ſhall we 


due to us for Sin? But, this Author 


rells us, that the firſt Queſtion ought 


to be, can any doing, feeling, endea- 
vouring, any Exerciſe of the Soul, 


whether or not did Chriſt finiſn upon 
the Croſs all that God requires, every 


acceptance for, and give relief to the 
uilty Conſcience of the moſt profane 
Wretch that lives“. And he obſerves, 


that he who attempts to do any 15 


* eaſy or difficult, under the notion 


Page 41. 


prompting, or ſeconding? What ſhall 


feel? or, what doth God require of us, 
' that we may eſcape his Wrath and Curſe 


either prompted, or ſeconded, be of 5 
any avail to us in this Matter ? Or, 


requiſite, without exception, to procure . 
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in order to his acceptance with God, 
only heaps up more Wrath agaioft. 
himſ-If*.” And agreeably to this he 


aſſures us that the whole New Teſta- 
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ment ſpeaks aloud, that as ta the matter 


of acceptance with God, there is no 
difference betwixt one Man and ano- 
ther: No difference betwixt the beſt 
accompliſhed Gentleman, and the moſt 


infamous Scoundrel : — No difference 


betwixt the moſt virtuous Lady, and 


the vileſt Proſtitute: Na difference 


betwixt the moſt reverend Judge, and 
the moſt odious Criminal, ſtanding con- 


victed before him, and receiving the 
juſt Sentence of Death from his Mouth: 
—In a Word, no difference betwixt 


the moſt. fervent Devotee, and the 


greateſt Ringleader 1 in Profaneneſs and 


ExceſsF.' 

Some perhaps will be ready to add : 
And no difference betwixt a Believer, 
and an Unbeliever: No difference be- 


twixt the true Chriſtian, and an Infidel. 


But to do the Author juſtice, it will be a 


proper to obſerve that he ſpeaks of Faith, 


or believing in Chriſt, as that without 7 


which we can't be accepted of God, and 
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my principal Deſign in theſe Papers is 
to examine what he has offered upon this 


Subject. 1 


Faith, as he tells us is * the belief of 


* a Truth, or one's being perſuaded that 


a Report is true*.* Mr. Guthrie teaches 


us that true juſtifying Faith, is not 


* that is written, or can be thought 


upon: This is printed in Capital Let- 
ters, and ironically © recommended as 


a Saying worthy to be kept in remem- 


* braace by all Readers and Hearers of 


the popular Doctrine, and we are aſ- 
ſured that * if the Goſpel Hiſtoty be true, 
every one who believes it ſhall be 


* favedF.”. . 


And yet I little queſtion, whether we 
muſt not put ſomething elſe belides a 
ſimple belief of a Truth, or one's being 


perſuaded that the Report of the Goſpel 


is true, into even our Author's Notion of 
that Faith which is juſtifying; for he tells 
us, that Paul calls upon ſome, whom 
he himſelf looked upon as Believers, 


to examine themſelves whether they 


were in the Faith, plainly intimating 
that they could not warrantably be at- 


- Page 283: + Page 265. C Page 333. 
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| fured of their Happy State, by any 
Exerciſes of the Mind, without the 
Fruits of Faith, or the ſelf-denied Works 
of Obedience: * And that, © we are 
to conſider Faith as a principle of Life 
and Action:“ That Love is the 
Activity of that Life which a Man ob- 
* tains by Faith; for Faith worketh by 
Love:“ That * let a Man talk like an 
Angel of the Things of God, if he 
wants this Love he is nothingÞ :' That 
the Favour of God can only be enjoyed 
in Studying to do thoſe Things which 
are well-pleaſing in his Sight” F 
This is ſound Doctrine, the Truth 
which is after Godlineſs. And as it evi- 
dently ſhews us how it is with thoſe who 
are Juſt betere God: So it alſo ſhews us 
how it is with all who have a Right Faith; 
and that an Aſſent to the Truth of the 
Goſpel, that has not a good Influence upon 
us, and does not lead ug to obey it, can- 
not be the Faith which the Scriptures 
7 ſpeak of as Jullifying and Saving. This 
1 Aſſent, indeed is eſſential to this Faith; 
but it is far from being the Whole of it. 
Ĩt is one Thing, but not all that is n-edful.. 


[+ P ge. f P48. 5 P 4eg. 


- a 


XR „„ 


„ A „ 


* Page 334. 
| | | Rom. 1, 13. | 


2 
. 
'Y I, 
B- . 
1 8 
1 5 
£ : 
as * 
4 7 
r I 
5s 
3 
1 
2 
- SR 
1 
ALL IN 
7 
3 ; 
+ 
3 
3 * 
* 
5 
4 
* 
- 
8 


My . 2 
— — — De ie oe 


(6) 


It is the more proper to take particular 


Notice of this, becauſe it is far from be- 


ing with us, as it was with thoſe who lived 


in the Days of the Apoſtles. For then 


the Goſpel of God concerning his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord was every where 


fpoken againſt, and it met with the moſt 
violent Oppoſition : And, as they who 
made a Profeſſion of believing it, could 


expect no other than to ſuffer Perſecution, 
it may reaſonably be thought, that there 
were but few perſuaded of the Truth of 


it, who did not feel it working effectually 


in them, and who did not bring forth 
the Fruits of it. But Chriſtianity is now 

the Religion of our Country, and we 
are trained up in the belief of it from our 


very Infancy, and wicked as the Nation 


is, it is yet Reputable, becauſe faſhionable 
to believe it, and few there are, compara- i 
tively Speaking, but will readily ſay that 
they do indeed believe it; but ſince there 
may be many amongſt us who have only 
a Faith without Works, it may be of 
fatal Conſequence to follow our Author 
in telling them, that if they hold the 


* Goſpel to be true, this is Faith*,* | 
Page 296. 3 


„ 
He owns that the popular Preachers 
© admit ſomething like the ſcriptural No- © 
* tion of believing into a Corner of their 
Account of Faith, under the Title of 
the Aſeat of Faith: But then he com- 
plains, that * it lies in ſo remote and dark 
« a Corner as ſcarcely to be ſeen; and 
if it be at all Thought of, little or no. 
Account is made of it; yea, it is often, 
marked with diſhonourable Epithets. 
Hence we find ſome talking of the Va- 
nity of an hiſtorical and ſpeculative 
Faith; yer, we may ſafely affirm, that 
he who admits no other Speculation 
about the Divine Grace, but what ariſes 
from the Goſpel Hiſtory, is a Child of 
God, and an Heir of eternal Life.'* 
But altho' theſe Preachers often Speak of 
an hiſtorical and ſpeculative Faith as vain 
and uſeleſs, we cannot infer from this 
that they make little or no Account of 
this Aſſent; for in Fact they look upon 
it as eſſential to the Faith, they conſider 
27 as faving, and as being, as neceſſary to it 
as the Foundation is to the Building; and 
©} yer, conſiſtently with this, they may ſay 
with St. James, what doth it profit my Bre- 
ahand tho a Man ſay he hath Faith and 
have 
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kate not Works, can aii ſave him? T. ben 


believe;t that there is ane God, thou doſt 
ell; the Devils alſo believe and tremble : 
But will thuu know, O vain Man, that Faith 
without Works is dead, being alone.“ 

An Aﬀent to the Goſ;:el, or perſuaſion 
of | it's Truth ſuppoſes the Knowledge of 
it. For we can no more believe that of 
which we are ignorant, than that of which 


we have not heard. But as to both Know- _ 


lage and Aſſent, they are to be conſider 


ed as means to the End, and no Account 


is to be made of either, any further than 


it anſwers it's End. What ſignifies our 


Knowledge of God, if it does not lead us 
to glorify him as God ? ＋ And how vain 
is our Aſſent to the Truth of the Goſpel, 
if it does not lead us to obey it ? Simon 
the Sorcerer believed Philip Preaching 
the Things concerning the Kingdom of 
God, and the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
yet he was in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 
in the bond of Iniquity. As if we hear, 
ſo if we believe the Sayings of Chriſt, and 
do them not, we may well be likened 
unto a fooliſh. Man that built his Houſe 
| upon 

wo Chap, ii. 145 16. 4 Rom, 1, 21, Adds viii. 
| WT 23. 
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upon the Sand. But to proceed to ano- 
ther Point. 

That Chriſt died, that he gave his 
Life a Ranſom for many, is a Truth 
fully aſcertained in the S-ripture, and 
eſtabliſh d there, firm as a Rock, for 
the Relief of the ſhipwrecked and the 
Deſperate“ :* But the popular Preachers 
go a little further, and put this into their 
Notion of Faith, that it is a Perſuaſion 


> that Chriſt died for me: And, © this is 
22 a Point, ſays our Author, which the 


Scripture no where aſcertains; ſo far 
from it, that it oftens affirms the final 
Perdition of many, not meerly hearers - 
of the Goſpel, but who have received it 
with JoyF.* And it might have been 


added, many who for a while believed 
the Wordf:. But that we may ſee on 
which Side the Truth lies, it will be pro- 


per to obſerve, that as our Saviour aſſures 


us, that he gave his Life a Ranſom for 
2 manyl| ; ſo the Apoſtle tells us that he gave 
his Life a Ranſom for all“; and that he 
27 taſted Death, not as our Author ſpeaks - 
2 for Man, for the Sins of Men; but 


| tor - 
Il Mat. vii. 25. * Pipe 13. + Thid. 1 Luke 
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for every Man*, and if for every Man, 


then for me. 
And there is a Senſe in which theſe 


Words of the Apoſtles are evidently true, 
even tho? underſtood not only of fuch as 
ſhall be ſaved, but of ſuch as ſhall finally 
periſh, For, as God fo loved the World, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 


whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life: So 
Chriſt has expreſſed his Love to us in 
giving himſelf tothe ſame End, according 


to the Will of God and our Father. 
For he was lifted up on the Crols, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
periſn, but have eternal Life. | 
Had the Goſpel taught us no other than 
this, that Chrilt died for many, every one 


ſenfible of his Sin and his Miſery muſt 


needs have been at an uncertainty, and 


conſequently in fear as to his Acceptance 


with God. Our Author indeed, tells us 
that many finding Reſt here, have been 
determined to follow Chriſt, at all ⸗Ha- 
_ © -Zards, having no other Reaſon to give 

for their Attachment; ; but, Thou baſs 
ie Words of eternal Life||.” But where 


there 


* Heb. ii. 9. John ii. 16. t ver. 1% ; 
| Page 13. 5 "Rs | | 
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there is ſome Hazard, there can be nv 
certainty, and there mult be ſome Fear. 
And how can this rel eve us to ſay, that 
Chriſt has the Words of eternal Lite, on 
ſuppoſhtion, that we are uncertain whether 
he has theſe Words for us, or whether we 
have any Concern in what he has done, 
It is juſtly obſerved, that * what Chriſt. 
* has done is that which pleaſes God;' 
Biit I ſee no Reaſon to add, that it * is 
that which quiets the guilty Conſcience 
of Man, as ſoon as he knows it: So that 
6 whincves he hears of it, he has no Oc- 
caſion for any other Quggton but this, 
is it true or nos? If he finds it true he is 
* happy*.” For he can reap no Comfort 
from it unleſs he is perſuaded, or at leaſt 
has ſome Hopes, that What Chriſt has 
done was for him. 
It is faid indeed, that © he Goſpel 
which foretells the final Perdition of 
ſo many of it's Hearers, ſo many ſeri- 
oufly and zealouſly exerciſed about it, 
.can never warrant us to perſuade every 
one who hears it to believe, that Chriſt. 
died for him; unlefs we ſhall ſay, that 
Chriſt died for every individualof Man- 


kind, and ONT that none of 
. Mankind 
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Mankind owe 5 Salvation wholly to 


his Death*.” But to this it may be 
anſwered that ſince the Scripture aſſures us 


that none, who repent and believe, ſhall fi- 


_ nally periſh, and ſince it alſo aſſures us 


that their Salvation is wholly owing to the 


Death of Chriſt, it muſt likewiſe aſſure 
us, that Chriſt died for all, that whoſo- 
ever repenteth and believeth ſhould be 
faved. And ſince our being ſeriouſly and 

zealouſly exerciſcd about the Goſpel is a 


Token for good that we either do, or ſhall 


repent and | believe, I ſee no Warrant that 
any one has toe diſcourage Perſons in ſuch 
Circumſtances, and to fill them with the 
Fears of their final Perdition. 
Chriſt having given himſelf a Ranſom 


for all, a good Foundation is laid for that 


with which our Author. is much offended. 


The offering Chriſt and his Benefits to all. 


The Preachers, ſays he, whoſe Honour is 


* 


concerned in what they call the Goſpel- 
Offer, commonly take hold of the pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel, which, it is eaſy to 
ſhew are made only to Believers, and by 


a 


* 


help of a little Art, extend them to all 


* Page14. + Page 24. 
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their Hearers without Exception.“ f But 
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is there any colour of Reaſon for ſaying, 


that ſuch a Promiſe as this is made only 


to Believers? Let the Wicked forſake 
his Way, and the unrighteous Man 


his Thoughts, and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have Mercy upon 
bim, and to our God, for he will abun- 


dantly pardon*. No, Mercy and Pardon, 
are evidently promiſed to every Sinner, 
to engage him toi forſake his wicked Way 


and unrighteous Thoughts. 


The popular Preachers are [ſpoken of 
as, trying which of them ſhall lay the 
moſt convenient Foundation for their 
* Univerſal: Offer, and the particular Ap- 


p plication or Appropriation connected 
with it.“ But in. this the Doctrine of 
many of theſe Preachers is not truly repre- 


Jented. For altho' they teach us, that 
Chciſt's dying ſor all, that whoſoever be- 


lieveth in him ſhould be ſaved, is a good 


Foundation for a Univerſal Offer of the 
Benefits of his Death; and altho' they 
encourage every one of their Hearers to 


make a particular Application of this to 


himſelf ; nay, preſs him to ſay in his 
Heart, Chriſt died for me, that if I be- 


Veve, I. may be ſaved, yet they do not 


„5 Ifai. iv. "= + Page 24. 
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connect an Appropriation of theſe Bene- 


fits with this Offer, and are far from in- 


couraging any, but thoſe whom they look 
upon as true Believers, to © put an End 


to their Anxiety, by exerciſing the ap- 
« propriating Act of Faith, or, which is 


R 1 


Life“.“ e I | 
This Appropriation is the ſame with 


the Aſſurance of Hope, and cannot be ſaid 
to be eſſential to Faith, but preſuppoſes 


it. For it 1s one of the Fruits which 


Faith ſometimes produces not in all true 
Behevers indeed; but in thoſe who are 
ſatisfied that they are in the Number of 
_ theſe happy Perſons. It is therefore juſt- 

ly ſpoken of as © an Enjoyment propoſed 
to them who believed, which they were 
called to follow after, and give all Deli- 
* gence to obtain. And no Man can 


be charged with the Sin of diſbelieving 


R ©« 


on the other Side; ſeeing Self- conceit 
naturally leads every one to judge too 
favourably of himſelf; yea, we find the 


* Apoſtles ready to quaſh the Confidence 


Page 292. . 


the ſame Thing, by affirming with con- 
fidence the Goodneſs of their Title to 


the Goſpel, for doubting if he be a good 
Chriſtian. For his chief Hazard lies 
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of thoſe, who were ready to conclude 
their State was changed, by ſuch awful 
_ Sentences as this. He that ſaith I know 
him and keepeth not his Command- 
ments is a Liar, and the Truth is not in 
MDT: | 
Nothing makes more for the comfort 
and pleaſure of Life than this Appropri- 
ation. It is therefore the Wiſdom of 
every one to ſeek after it, by being ſted- 
faſt, unmoveable, and always abounding 
in the Work of the Lord: But there is no 


Reaſon to condemn all thoſe as Unbe- 
| lievers, who are not ſo happy as to have 


attained it. We may have the proper 
fcriptural Faith in Chriſt, altho” we have 
not an Aſſurance that we ſhall be ſaved 


by his Death. But as we cannot have 
this Faith unleſs we aſſent to the Truth 


of the Goſpel, ſo it cannot be thought 


that we yield this Aſſent, unleſs we are 
perſuaded, that if we believe we ſhall be 
ſaved; For this is evidently a main 


Point in the Report of the Goſpel, That | 


whoſoever believeth ſhall be ſaved}. 


But then it ought to he obſerved that 


we may Aſſent to the Truth of the Goſ- 
be and we may be perſuaded: that Chriſt - 


EL died 
4 Job. ii, + 1 Page 394. + Jok. ili. 26. 
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died for us, thut if we believe in him we 
ſhall be ſaved, and yet not have that Faith 
which the Scripture ſpeaks of as juſtify- 
ing and ſiving; and if it be aſked what 
more is neceſſary ; I anſwer, the receiving 
Chriſt Je ſus the Lerde. The Goſpel Offer 
of Chriſt and his Benefits calls for this 
Act of Faith; and if this be wanting, it's 
other Acts.will be of no ſervice. 
This our Author looks upon as nothing 
more than the aſſenting to the Truth of 
the Goſpel, and he ſpeaks of it as unin- 
telligible, if it means any thing elſe; for 
he tells us that he can eaſily underſtand 
* how a Man may be ſaid to receive a 


© Teſtimony, when he admits the Truth 


* of it, or how he refuſes it, when he re- 
« jects it as falſe r.? But ſurely we may 
as eaſily underſtand how a Man may be 
ſaid to receive a Gift which is offered him, 
and which he highly values, or how he 
refuſes it, when he . it as if it were 
of no worth. 

But he adds, if more he meant by's re- 
* ceiving Chriſt than knowing him, or be- 
lieving on him, then I am ready to ſnew, 
that more than Faith is meant, namely, 
29 Faith with- it's Fruits and page 

ut 


Job. iii. 1 12. t Page 373. t bid. 


PE 67 
But altho' the receiving Chriſt is indeed 
the Fruit and Effect of the Knowledge 
and Belief of the Goſpel-Teſtimony con- 
cerning him, yet it is the ſame with that 
Faith in him which is juſtifying and ſav- 
ing, and expreſſive of it's Nature. 

That we may know in what Senſe 
Chriſt is to be received, it will be proper 
to take Notice of ſome Things in the Re- 
port of the Goſpel concerning him. For 
we are to receive him as he is therein ſet 
before us. And whatever Notion of Chriſt 
is given us in the Goſpel with a View to 


recommend him to us, the objecting 


againſt him, conſidered under that Notion 
is an Argument of our not being in the 
Number of thoſe who receive him. 
Since therefore the Goſpel Speaks of: 
Chriſt as a Saviour, the only Saviour of: 
Men“, and one able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt all them that come unto God by 
himf, it is neceſſary that we receive him: 
as our Saviour, looking to him, truſting. 
in him for Acceptance with God and etc: - 
nal Salvation, at the ſametimethat we yield 
ourſelves. unto God as his Servants ;: and 
that after the Apoſtle's Example, we count 
all Things but loſs, that we may win 
5 1 Crit, 
* AQ. iv. 12. 1, Heb. vii. 23... e 


11 


Chriſt, and be found in bim, not having 
our own Righteouſneſs which is of the 
Law, but that which is through the Faith 
of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which is of 


God by Faith“. 
And ſince the Goſpel aſſures us, that 


Chtiſt is that Prophet whom the Lord 


our God hath raiſed up unto us, and whom 


we are to hear in all Things whatſoever 
he has. ſaid unto' us, we muſk receive him 


as that Prophet, looking on him as an in- 


fallible Teacher, and making his Word | 


our Rule for Faith and Practice. 


And ſince we alſo learn from theGoſpel, 
that God hath exalted Chriſt to be a Prince 
as well as Saviour, and hath given him a 


Name which is above every Name, thatat 


the Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould bow, 
and that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that 
that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, it is alſo necef- 
 fary that we receive him as our Lord, 
owning and ſubmitting to his Authority, 
and fully reſolving, by the Aſſiſtance of 
his Grace, to do whatſoever he bas com- 
manded us. 
The Neceſſity an Advantages of re- 
ceiving Chriſt may be inferred from that 
of St. John, He came unto his own, and his 


VVV 
Phil. iii. 9, 10. f Act. iii. 22, 


þ 


10] _- 

n received Bim not, aft not believing on 

him they were condemned. But as Many as. 
received him, to them gave be Power to be- 
come the Sons of God, even to them. that be- 
 lieve on his Name*. They are all, without 
Exceprion, the Children of God by Faith. 
in Chrift Jeſus Ff; and if Children, then 
_ Heirs, Heirs of God, and Joynt-Heirs. 
with Chriſt. This Honour have all who 
receive bim. This is their peculiar Pri- 
vilege: But as for the Deſpiſers and Re- 
jecters of Chriſt, notwithſtanding their 
Knowledge of the Goſpel, and their Aſſent 
tothe Truth of it, they have neither Part 


naor Lot in this Matter, For their Heart 


EP IS not right in the Sight of God. 

This diſtinguiſhes the real Chriſtians | 
15 thoſe who are Chriſtians only in 
Name and by Profeſſion. As therefore 
we would not deceive ourſelves with vain. 
Hopes of Salvation by Chriſt, it concerns: 
us to ſee that we do indeed receive him.. 
And to prevent all Miſtakes concerning 
this Matter, it will be proper to enquire 


wecker we obey the Lord Jeſus. For as 


we may ſay that unleſs we receive him, we: 
7440 do not uy believe on him, ſo we _ 


eh. 1. 11,12. on. ili. 25 1 Rom. vill. 17. 


' 
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allo ſay that unleſs we obey him, we do 


not receive him. 

The abſolute Neceſſity of e 
Chriſt is evidently taught us in the Scrip- 
ture. For we are therein expreſly aſ- 
ſured' that he is the Author of eternal Sal- 
vation to all them that obey him“; but 
that heis a Stone of Stumbling and a Rock 


of Offence to them that ſtumble at the 
Word being DiſobedientF. And that he 
ſhall be revealed from Heaven, with his 
mighty Angels, in flaming, Fire, taking 
Vengeance on them that know not God 


and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord. 


Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed with 
_ everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence. 


of the Lord and from the Glory of. his 
1 


| Obedience to Chriſt may be conſidered: 
as the Fruit of Faith, and as eſſential to it, 


or inſeparably connected with it. It is. 
that by which Faith is made perfect. And. 


that by which true Faith is e 


from that which is counterfeit; a dead 
Faith which cannot profit from that which 
is juſtifying and faving, 


And as this 
Faith is the Gift“ and Operation of. 
18 God, 


„ Heb. v. 9, f. Pet. i. 8. 4 2 Theſ. i. 7, 8, 9. 


UL Jam. it. 22. Eph. ii. 8. F Col. 1.12, 
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1 God, ſo it may jultly be ſaid that at the 


fame Time that he gives us truly to be- 


lieve, or works in us a right Faith, he 
changes our Hearts and makes us obedient. 


We. are then his Workmanſhip created 


in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works“, and 


IHE being made free from Sin we become Ser- | 
Th vants unto God. Our Author tells us 
that. © It is confounding the ſimple Notion 
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of the Faith given us in the Scripture 
(an Aſſent to the Truth of the Goſpel) 
that our Preachers more eſpecially lay: 
their Game, and put the Change upon 
us, leading us moſt effectually to eſta- 
_bliſrourown Righteouſneſs .“ And it 
muſt be owned that this is to act direct ly 
contrary to the Goſpel. But I ſee no 
Reaſon for charging thoſe as guilty of this, 
who teach us, with St. James, that the 


„„ I deer che 


> Faith that is alone without Works, with- 
cout Obedience can't profit ust; or that 
the only Faith that juſtifies us, makes us 
> obedient, the ſincere Servants of God; 
and who alſo teach us, that this Faith 
of does not juſtify. us as making us obedient, 
? if but only as receiving Chriſt. Jeſus as the 


Lord our Righteouſneſs, and ſo looking 

to Wan ind muſtäsg in him for all the Bleſ- 
203 Rs 
T en ll. to. t Page 282. t _ ii. 14. 


1 
f 

3 
Ii 
1 


— —— — — —.Zu— a — -- _ 
— M : 


— > > 0 ̃ ö — / — —— 
— NE ram * * 2 
——— — A eo —— 


(22) 
fines he has purchaſed. But of this I ſhall 
have occaſion to ſpeak further in ſome 


following Remarks. 


To ſhew how our Preachers RR NY" 


the ſimple Notion of Faith, it is obſerved, s 


that * among other Arts they are very re- 
* markable for an uncommon uſe of Simi- 
© litudes and metaphorical Deſcriptions of 
«. Faith :* But for this they are rather to 


be commended than cenſured, For it 
follows, the common Uſe of theſe is to 


help our Attention and Underſtanding 
* toa more ready Apprehenſion of the 


3 Things reported to us. 


But it is added that Heir Uſe of en 


< ſerves to amuſe our Fancy, and confound 
* our Underſtanding, to ftimulate our 


* Pride, and ſet in Motion our ſeveral 
Paſſions in Subſerviency thereto®.” This 
1s roundly affirmed, but the Proof of it 


is wanting. 


It muſt be owned indeed that they | 


* repreſent Faith as having Hands and 
« Feetf,* that is, in Speaking of Faith 
they make uſe of Metaphors which are 


borrowed from the Hands and the Feet, 
but not without Reaſon z for they meet 


| with theſe Metaphors 1 in the Holy Scrip- 


tures ;. 
1 Page 111 + Page 2B3. 
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13 
tures; as for Inſtance, our bleſſed Saviour 


calls on thoſe who labour and are heavy 
laden to come to him, as Diſciples to their 


Maſter, that they may learn of him, and 


find Reſt unto their Souls“; and Believers 
are ſaid to have fled for Refuge, and this 
latter Expreſſion as well as the former is a 
Figure of Speech taken from the Feet. 
We alſo read of receiving Chriſt, and lay- 
ing hold on the Hope ſet before us, and 


MM cheſsiare Metaphors borrowed from the 


Hands. 
Is is further obſerved concerning theſe 
Preachers that © they aſcribe various Ideas 
of Motion and Action to Faith, and 
og a very {imple Motion well meant, 
may do the Buſineſs, yet that, which 
has the greateſt Activity in it, is com- 
mended to us as far the beſt. Thus we 
are taught by Mr. R. Er/tine, though a 
flow and ſimple Motion well meant, if 
it be real and upright, is what has the 
Promiſe, him that cometh unto me 1 will 
in no wiſe caſt out, yet the Scripture 
ſpeaks of a Haſting, Striving, Running, 
Fighting and Wreſtling*.* But is it 


i nor x proper | to commend that which the 


Scripture. 
, Mat. Xi. 28. S Heb. vi. FY 8 Job. i i. 12. - 


i 1 Heb. vi. 18. ® Page 285. 
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Scripture commends,-and to ſpeak. as that 
ſpeaks ? 

If any make uſe of Metaphors which 


they find in the Scriptures, i ina Senſe dif- 
ferent from that in which they are uſed by 


the Sacred Writers, they . deſerve to be 
cenſured ;. but, if they cannot juſtiy be 


charged with any Thing of this Nature, 
the Reflections caſt upon them, for their 


Uſe of theſe Metaphors, will fall upon 
the Holy Spirit, by whoſe Inſpiration the 


Scriptures were written. Thus we ought 


to think of that Reflection Which Ns 
Toon already mentioned, the amuſing 
our Fancy, and confounding our Under- 


ſtanding. 


And the ww may beiſaid: of this bo 
here follows If we deprive their Eaith 


of it's Hands, Feet, wat every Idea of 
« Motion, we ſhall be at the greateſt Loſs - 


to know what it 48*.* For altho' this 


looks like a retracting of the former Re- 
flection, and ſeems to intimate, that Faith 
Cannot be explained without the Uſe of 
Metaphors ; yet it is very evident, chat, 
according to our Author's Sentiments, 
they are far from ſetting it before us in ſo 
clear a dae, as that Notion of it 88 * 
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" LW] 
he himſelf has given us. For he adds, 
* whereas nothing is more eaſy to be un- 
< derſtood than the Belief of the Truth, 
or one's being perſuaded that a Report 


© js true.“ And as a farther Argument 
that this Notion of Faith is preferable to 
that which we may have from any meta- 


phorical Expreſſions he obſerves, that * it 
eis likewiſe eaſy to be underſtood that 
no ſmall Motion is produced in our 


Minds by Doubtfulneſs, Anxiety, and 


our various Efforts to quiet our ſelves, 
© but no ſooner does the Salutary Truth 
appear than all that Motion ceaſes.” 
But in Anſwer to this I need only repeat 


=. 


what has been already obſerved, and fully 


proved, namely that a ſimple Belief of the 
Truth, or a Perſuaſion that a Report is 
true is not that Faith which the Scripture 
Speaks of as juſtifying and ſaving, No, 
for as he that ſaith 1#now him, ſo he that 
ſaith 1 believe in him, truly believe in him, 


fo as to be ſaved by him, and keepeth 


not his Commandments, is a Liar and 
the Truth is not in him. That our Minds 


therefore may be free from all Doubtful. 


neſs and Anxiety, we muſt not only know 


that we believe the Truth of the Goſpel, 
but that we obey it. 5 


V] 


We are told indeed rat -:* every a 
Doctrine which teaches us to do, or 
endeavour any Thing toward our Ac- 
ceptance with God, ſtands oppoſed 
to the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, which 
inſtead of directing us what to do, ſets 
before us all that the moſt diſquieted 
Conſcience can require in order to Ac- 
ceptance with God, as already done and 
© finiſhed by Jeſus Chriſt“.“ And it is cer 
tain that the Apoſtles teach us, that God. 
hath made us accepted in Chriſt, in wbom 
we have Redemption, through his Blood, 
the forgiveneſs of Sins, according to the 
Riches of his Grace: But then it is alſo Is 
certain, that they direct us to follow Ho- 

lineſs}, and to be doers of the Word ang 
not Hearers only, and that, if we do not 
obſerve theſe Directions, we deceive our 
ſelves in fancying that we are accepted 
of God through Jeſus Chriſt : For they 
alſo aſſure us that without Holineſs no 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord; and that they, 
who are only Hearers, and not doers of 
the Law are not juſt before Gods. „ 
But that one Part of the Apoſtles Do&- _ 
rine is not inconſiſtent with the other, w 
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will evidently appear . os obſerving, 


that what Chriſt has done, and not our 


Holineſs, or Obedience is the Ground of 
our Acceptance with God. If, therefore, 
we aſk who are the happy! Perſons whom 


God does graciouſly accept, and who con- 
ſcquently ſhall have everlaſting Life? To 
anſwer agreeably to the Apoltles Senti- 


ments, we muſt ſay, that they are ſuch as 


being made free from Sin are become the 


Servants of God, and have their Fruit 


unto Holineſs. But if this be the Queſ- 


tion, what gives them a Right to this 
Bleſſedneſs, to what is it owing ? Is it the 


Wages due to them for their Holineſs and 


Obedience ? The proper Anſwer is no, for 
they have Sinned, and the Wages of Sin 


is Death; but they ſhall have this Bleſ- 
ſedneſs as the Gift of God through Jeſus : 


Chriſt our Lord“. 
We need not therefore ſcruple to ay 


that the'e Perſons, the Holy and Obe- 
dient have a Right through Jeſus Chriſt, 
to the Bleſſings of the Golpel, exclulive of 
thoſe who are called © unqualified Sinners, 
or thoſe who are nothing elſe but poor 
© indigent, guilty Sinners,” that is thoſe 


who, to uſe the A pale Words are fooliſh, 


D 2 SR dif 


„ Rom, vi. 22, 23 
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diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers Luſts 


and Pleaſures* : But altho* the Holy and 
Obedient, the true Believers may very 


well be ſaid to have that Right to the 


Bleſſings of the Goſpel which others have 
not, yet the Ground of their Right does 


not lie in their diſtinguiſhing Qualifica- 
tions. It muſt be owned indeed that it 
* cannot he in any Thing common to 


both; for in that Caſe the Unqualified” 
© would have as good a Right as the Qua- 


lified.“ But whereas from this it is in- 
ferred, that © it muſt lie in that which con- 


© {iitutes the Difference betwixt themÞ; 
this Inference is not juſt, For the Diffe- 
rence betwixt them we Speak of is this, 


they who are called the Qaliſed are Holy 
and Obedient ; whereas the Ungqual:fied are 


Wicked and Diſobedient; but then it 
ought to be obſerved, that it is not the 


Holineſs and Obedience of thoſe that gives 
them this Right ; no, but that which 


Chriſt has done, his having given himſelf 
to ſuffer and die, that whoſoever ſo believ- 
eth on him as to obey him ſhould be ac- 


cepted of God, and finally ſaved. 


Are any ſaying, but if in this Senſe 
« Chriſt died for all, then the indigent and 
> VD 


® Tit iti. 3. f Page 46. 
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„ ovilty Sinners, as well as others may 
lay claim to the Benefits of his Death 
it may be ſufficient to Anſwer, that they 
* may indeed lay claim to theſe Benefits 
as being offered them in the Goſpel; 
but they cannot claim them as being 
* actually theirs, till they have a right Faith 
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in Jeſus ; and they nly have this Faith 

who are Holy and Obedient.“ We may 
juſtly lay that a Saviour is provided for 
= even the chief of Sinners; to ſuch the Bleſ- 
"> fings he has purchaſed are propoſed, and 

A his Grace will be magnified on as many 
of them as receive him by Faith as their 
= Saviour; but all who thus receive him 
— muſtown him as their Lord and obey his 
= Goſpel. 


— 
— — — 


3 I bhbere are Evils threathed i in the Word 
of God, as well as Bleflings promiſed; 

i and that we may know. which we are to 
look upon as our Portion, we muſt enquire 
1225 what is our real Character, whether we 
are Wicked or Righteous, whether we 
o»bey the Truth, or obey Unrighteouſneſs. 


11 Wicked or Diſobedient, we may well 
look for many Sorrows*: But if Righteous 
. and Obedient, the Lord will bleſs u, and 

| „ 5 with | 


* Pal, XXXii, 10. 
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with his Favour will he Compaſs us as with 


a Shield“. 


Our Author complains that as for 


the bare Work finiſhed on the Croſs, or 


that, ſetting aſide our active Operations 


or Benefit can be derived from it ? We 
conſider the Goſpe] as furniſhing us 
with ſo many good and excellent Ma- 
terials to Work upon ; and our whole 
Comfort and Benefit ariſes from the 


proper Performance and Succeſs of our 
< LabourÞF ?* But what Colour of Reaſon 


FFT 


js there for the Hopes of receiving any 


Benefit from this Work, if we have no 


active Operations about it. Ye will not 
come to me that ye might have Life, ſaid 
our bleſſed Saviour to the Jews}, and 


the Caſe is the ſame if we will not look 
to him that we may be ſaved ; or will not 
take his Yoke upon us and learn of him ; 


and coming, looking, taking a Yoke upon 
us and Learning are active Operations, 
as well as obeying the Goſpel. To theſe 
Operations, the Work of Chrift on the 
Crols Incourages us : But it ſpeaks no 
Comfort 


0 Pfal, V. 7. 7 Page 85. 1 Joh. V. 40. 


the bare Report about it, however true 
we think it, fo far have we miſtaken it, 


about it, we do not ſee what Comfort 
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(31) 
Comfort to thoſe who will not be found 


in them, and yet it does not follow from 
this, that our whole Comfort and Benefit 


_ ariſes from the proper Performance of 


them. For had it not been for the Work 
of Chriſt on the Croſs, all our Perform- 
ances muſt neceſſarily have been vain 
and uſeleſs. {ON 5 55 

There are two Things which the Scrip- 
ture Speaks of as the Ground of our Re- 
joycing: The one is Chriſt Jeſus and that 
which he hath done and ſuffered for us; 


and the other is our own Holineſs and O- 


bedience ; or if you will, the Work of 


_ Chriſt without us, and the Work of his 

Spirit within us. We ſays the Apoſtle 
are of the Circumciſion, which worſhip God 

in the Spirit and rejoyce in Chriſt Feſus, and 


have no Confidence in the Fleſh*, God for- 
bid, that I ſhould Glory, ſave in the Croſs of 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt}. And yet he 
thus Speaks, our reoycing is this, the Teſ- 
 timony of our Conſcience, that, in Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity, not with Fleſhly Wiſdom, 


but by the Grace of God, we have had our 


Converſation in the World}. We are to 
rejoyce in Chrift Jeſus as having been 
made perfect, and become the Author of 
EE re oy ona 8 eternal 
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eternal Salvation to all them that obey 


him*. Other Foundation for our Hopes 


of the Divine Favour and Acceptance no 


Man can lay than that which is laid, which 


is Chriſt Jeſus. It tends to keep us from 
Deſpair, and to give us ſome Reaſon for 


Comfort and Joy to think, that, according 
to the Report of the Goſpel, Repentance 
and Remiſſton of Sins are preached to us 
in his Name, and that by him all that 
believe are juſtified trom all Things from 
which they could not be juſtified by the 
Law of Moſes: But we rejoyce in the 


Teſtimony of our Conſcience that we have 


had our Converſation in Godly Sincerity, 
as an Evidence of our being true Believers 


in Chriſt, and that God hath made us Ac- 


cepted in the Beloved, and that we have 


Redemption through "TR Blood, the For- 
giveneſs of Sins, according to the Riches 


of his Grace. 


It is freely owned that in the Epiſtle to 


the Galatians, the Ap oſtle ſhews us at 
large, that however zealous Chriſtians we 


may be, if we add any Thing to what 


Chriſt has done, as the Ground of our 
Juſtification or Acceptance with. God, 
Chriſt ſhall profit us POR, But then 


he 
* Heb. v. 9. + 1 Cor. ii, 11 * 
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he is far from telling us that, * ke who is 


: his Fellow Creatures, and can ſee no 
difference betwixt himſelf and thoſe who 
« ſhall finally periſh*.* For in the fame 


and again uſes the ſame Expreſſions, only 
inſtead of F aith, it is the New Creaturet. 
And he obſerves, that they that are 


Corruption; but he that ſoweth to the 
Spirit ſhall of the Spirit reap Life Ever- 
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State. And yet conſiſtently with this, he 
might very weli teach us, that we are not 


as the Ground of our Juſtification, or Ac- 
ceptance with God; for altho' he ſpeaks 
= of theſe Qualifications, or Requiſites as 
bieing ſo neceſſary, that they, who are 


thi nk 


b = k Ch.v. 24. Ch. vi. 8. 
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juſtified is perfectly on a Level with all 


Epiſtle he Speaks of the Faith which avails 
us in Chriſt Jeſus as Working by Lover, 


Chriſt's have crucified the Fleſh with the 
Affections and Luſts}; and that he that 
ſoweth to the Fleſh ſhall. of the Fleſh reap 


laſtingh, So that it may well be ſaid 
that, in the Thoughts of this Apoſtle, 


there ts as great a Difference in the Cha- 
racters of Men as there will be in their 


to add any Thing to what Chriſt has done 


deſtitute of them, « can have no Reaſon to 


Page 287. + Gal. v. 6. t Ch. vi. 7 


. nn rn, 


— _ 


4 463 - 
think that they have a Part in this Bleſſed- 


neſs, yet he is far from aſſerting that they 
give us a Right to it. 


The Goſpel of our Salvation, the Goſ- 


pel of God, is the Word of his Grace“, 


and the Doctrine according to GodlinelſsF. 
For it diſplays the excceding Riches of the 
Grace of God in his Kindneſs toward us 


through Jeſus Chriſt, and yet nothing can 
be more proper to engage us to ſerve him. 
The more therefore we magnify the Grace 
of God in our Salvation, and the more 


concerned we are to live to his Praiſe and 


Glory, the more we have of a Spirit ſuita- 
ble to the Nature of the Goſpel. And 


whatever tends to leſſen the Grace of God 
in our Eves, or to make us careleſs and 
negligent in his Service, ought to be reject- 


ed with Abhorrence, as being contrary to 
this Doctrine. 


The Goſpel may well be conſidered as 
the Word of God's Grace, when it teaches 
us, that all our Bleſſedneſs is owing not to 


any Works of Righteouſneſs which we 


have done, but purely to the Mercy of 


God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and 
when it alſo teaches us that our being 


Ngenerated and Renewed is the Work 


of 
* AQ, xx. 32 Li 1 Tic. vi. * 
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1 
of his Holy Spirit, or that they, who are 
doing Works of Righteouſneſs, are God's 

Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto good Works. And well may it be 


ſaid to be the Truth which is 85 Godli- 


neſs, when it likewiſe teaches us that there 
is no having Acceptance with God, no be- 
ing juſtified and ſaved by his Mercy and 
Grace in Chriſt, unleſs we are Regenerated 


and renewed, and are found in Works of 


Righteouſneſs. 

Both theſe Notions of the Goſpel ſhould 
be equally regarded, and we ſhould ſet 
them both before us at the ſame Time ; 


and take the utmoſt Care, that, in recom: 
mending one, nothing be offered to the 


Prejudice of the other. Thus doing we 


ſhall imitate the Apoſtle : For as he does 


not fruſtrate the Grace of God, by teach- 
ing that Righteouſneſs comes by the 
Law“, ſo he does not make void the Law, 
by Speaking of a Faith as juſtifying and 
ſaving, which does not make us the Ser- 
vants | of GodÞF, He does not fail to aſ- 


cribe our Acceptance with God, our Juſ- 


tification, and, in a Word, our Salvation 
to his Grace and Mercy in Chriſt, and yer 


at the ſame Time, aſſures us, that if we 


1 e 
| . Gal. i. 21. Þ Rom. iii. 31. 


36 ) 
are not renewed in the Spirit-of our Minds, 


we have no Reaſon to think that we par- 4 


take of this Bleſſedneſs. For thus he 
ſpeaks. Not by Works of Righteouſneſs 
hich we have done, but according to his 
Mercy he ſaved us, by the Waſhing of Re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which he ſbed on us abundantly bras Fe- 
fus Chriſt our Saviour, that being ibid 


by his Grace, we ſhould be made Heirs ac- |" 


cording to the Hope of eternal Life*. 


There is no Reaſon therefore for our | © 


Author's cenſuring the popular Preachers 
tor not © Speaking any Thing like the 
* Language of the Goſpel, without cau- 
_* tioning, mincing or clogging it with 
< ſome exceptive but, if, only.“ For is 


it not agreeable to the Apoſtles Sentiments 


to ſay that we are ſaved by the Mercy of 


God, but we muſt have the Waſhing of | 


Regeneration and renewing of the Holy 


_ Ghoſt; or that we are juſtified i, we are 
the Doers, the Sincere tho' not perfect 


Doers of the Law ; and not Hearers only, 
or that we live by Faith, if we have that 


Faith that makes us jufll | ? 
| Having mentioned the Words of St. 


Jobn. This is bis Command ment that We ” 
ſhould | 


T. ii 5: 6,7 lj Page 285. 1 Rom. i. 13. 
5 Heb. K. . 
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5 
ſhould believe on the Name of his Son Jeſus 
Chrif/* , The Author adds, © not that we 

3 ſhould do any Thing to obtain Life, 
but that we ſhould live by what he hath 

« done+.* And if by this he means that 

= we muſt not think to obtain Life by what 

= we do, he ſpeaks agreeably to the Goſpel 
= as a Doctrine of Grace: But it follows, 

It is a Commandment not requiring any 
Thing of us, but beſtowing Life by 

the Knowledge which it conveys. For 
the Belief or Knowledge of Chriſt is 

Happineſs, as Jeſus ſays, this is Life 

eternal to know thee, the only true God, 

and Feſus Chriſt whom thiu haſt ſcrt, 
The Belief or Knowledge of a comfort- 
able Truth is not Work or Labour, 
but Reſt and Peace.“ And if by this 
the Author would teach us, that we ma 
obtain Life through Jeſus Chriſt without 
doing any Thing, it is evident that he 
contradicts the Goſpel as it is the Truth 
which is after Godlineſs. 
But indeed the bare Reading the Words 
of St. John, which immediately precede 
and follow thoſe which our Author has 
quoted, will be ſufficient to ſhew, that 
they give him not the leaſt Occaſion for 
ö 12 

I Ep. ii. 23. + Page 18 5 


4.391 
Speaking in the manner he does. For 
juſt before we are told that whatſoever we 


aſk we receive of God, becauſe we keep his 
Commandments, and 45 thoſe Things that are 


pleaſing in his Sight, and then it is not 
only ſaid, that this is his Commandment that 
we believe in the Name of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt; but, that. we love one another as 
he gave us Commandment : And it follows, 
And he that Keepeth his Commandments 
dwelleth in him, and he in him. 

The Apoſtle ſpeaks of Chriſt as the 


| Propitiation for our Sins*, and of his be- 
ing manifeſted to take away Singh. And 
that we might live through himF. And he 


wrote his Goſpel that we might believe 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and that believ- 
ing we might have Lite through his 
Namel|. And yet he was far from teach- 
Ing us that if we had but the ſimple Be- 
lief of this we ſhould find Acceptance 
with God, though we did not in other 


Reſpects ſtudy to pleaſe him. This ap- 
pears from what has been already ſaid, and 


may be confirmed by ſuch Paſſages as 
theſe. Fe ſay that we haveÞellowſhip with 


God and alt i in Dane, We lie and do 
not 


* 1 Ep fl. 2. 4 Ch. . cb. iv. 9. [ Joh. 
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( 39 
not theTruth, but if we walk in the Lieb, 


as he is in the Light we tave Fellowſhip one 
_ with another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
cleanſeth us from all Sin*. Hereby wwe know 
that we know him, if we keep his Command- 


ments. This is the Victory that cvercom- 


eth the World even our Faithj. Follow not | 
that which is Evil, but that which is Good, 


Ile that doth good is of Cod; but he that 
doth evil hath not ſen God. 

Theſe and other Paſſages of the ſame 
Nature, with which the Holy Scriptures 
abound, evidently ſhew us that they only 
are accepted of God and have Fellowſhip 


with him, who have forſaken the ways of 
Sin and begun to walk in the ways of Ho- 
lineſs, and keep his Commandments ; and 


that they only have that Faith in Chriſt 


Jeſus which is Juſtifying and Saving, who 
have ſo far overcome the World as to be 
Followers of Righteoufneſs, and doing 

their Duty. ory 
But our Author obſerves that the 
Goſpel, or the Report concerning the 


* 


G 


Truth wears the ſame uniform Aſpect 
toward all, conſidering all Mankind as 
perfectly on a Level, regarding even 


* 


* 


1 jon 1. 6 % k Ch ii. 3. T Cre 
| 3 Ep. i. * 


thoſe whom it relieves as ; Children __ 
| ws E ö Vn 


40 


£c "Woah: even as others“ And in one 


Senſe the Obſervation is juſt : For accord- 


ing to the Report of the Goſpel, Chriſt 
died for all, that whoſoever believeth in 


1985 ſhould not periſh but have cverlaſt- 


ing Liſe. And agrecably to this, Repen- 
tance and Remiſſion of Sins are preached 
in his Name to all who have the Goſpel, 
and thus far it ſhould relieve all ; it ſhould 
keep even the Chief of Sinners from lying 


down in Deſpair, and ſaying, It is in vain 
fer us to look to Chriſt that we may be ſaved, 


This Grace of God has appeared to all 
who have the Goſpel. But ſurely there is 


10 Colour of Reaſon for thinking that all 
ae perfectly on a Level, as to the aZual 


Enjoyment of the Benefits flowing from the 
Death of Chriſt; and that all are made 


accepted in bim, and have Redemption 
through his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins. 
To aſſert this is to make void the Law; "2 
to pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to 


turn the Grace of our God into Laſciviouſ- 
neſs. 


It follows in the 1 the Pride of 


Man, which muſt always have ſome diſ- 


« tinguiſhing Qualification to fecd upon, 
8 cannot digeſt this; »The Goſpels re- 
garding 15 


D page 94. 


. 


=Y 3 
8 5 > 
| 
= 
J 75 
: — 
THe 4 
— 
. 
* * 
” © 
1 
3 
a 
p pe | 
54 
4 
18 
$ 
- = 
INLF- 
$2 & 
f J 
; 8 
4 x . 
it; 
F. 
3 
7 * 
& 
* . 
3 
* 7 — 
8 
15 2 
. 
=> 4 
"IO 
© 
„ 8 
WL 
Ws 1 
Iz 4 
2 _ 
„ 7 
9 
Gn 
37 
Xe 
<5 
=_— 
A 
© (PEA 
Eh 
48 
e 
FD 
bi, 
* 
4 
KY — 
OF, 
. 
. bt 
. 8 
8 
ES, 
5 
6. 1 
. ak. 
. 
E 
5 
. 
Fi 
LS: 
Þ-: 
n > 0 
A. 


* 
1 
* 
N 
4 
18 
= 7 
2 
2 
Y 5 
5 
x - 
*. 
a 
3 — 
"= 
554, 5M 
WET 
8 
N 
oo * 
1 
* 
Su LE 
* 
88-3 
R 
3 
3 
40 
- A 
Sas 
58. 4 
err 
n 
N 
XC; 

\ gy 
N 
8 25 
: 4 
a 

4 
* 
. 25 
bs 

: 

1. 
> 
As; 


3 
: 44 


(41) 

carding all Mankind as perfectly on a 
Level. So each one reaſons thus; fee- 
ing many ſhall periſh, and ſeeing the 
Goſpel ſays nothing to me, but what it 
ſays to every one, what Comfort can I 
reap from it, unleſs I can find about my- 
ſelf at leaſt one Grain of Odds caſting. 
the Ballance in my Favour, in Compa- 
riſon with others, or in Compariſon with 

what I myſelf have hitherto been*.” But 
has not the moſt humble Perſon on Earth 
Cauſe for thus reaſoning? For it with 
the Children of Diſobedience we walk in 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, fulfilling the De- 
fires of the Fleſh and of the Mind, ſure- 


ly we ought to think, that, notwithſtand- 


ing all that Chriſt has done, we are in the 


ſame Condemnation with them; and that, 


without ſome diſtinguiſhing Qualifica- 


tions, we ſhall be doomed by ave Saviour 


himſelf to everlaſting Puniſhment, _ 
There is no Subject more 10 ; none 
more important than this ; none more wor- 
thy of our moſt ſerious Thoughts. How 
concerned ſhould every one be to find 
ſomething in himſelf, by which he is really 
diſtinguiſhed from the workers of Ini- 
quity, to whom the Great Judge of all 
1 V 
: „* Ibid, 


| 


( 42 ) 


the World will ſay, at the laſt Day, De- 
part from me, ye Curſed, into everlaſtins Fire 
Prepared for the Devil and his Angels ! But 
here our Author adopts the Words of 
Mr. Prior as ſerving his Purpoſe, 


© That cruel ſomething unpoſleſt, 
* Coirodes and leavens all the Reſt. 


And indeed a cruel ſomething it is,“ 


if as he ſpeaks, it ſtings to Death all 


who covet it, and all who have it; all 


© who bewail the want of it, and all who 


poſſeſs it*.* But if this be the Caſe, we 
are neceſſarily miſerable : For we are ex- 


presſly aſſured that without Holineſs no 


Man ſhall fee the Lord+, and that as a 
Motive to engage us to follow it. But 
dur Saviour himſelf has declared, that they 
are bleſſed who hunger and thirſt, and 
__ conſequently follow after Righteouſneſs, 
for they ſhall be filledt. 


It 5s true that if a Man ſtrive for Maſte- 


ries he is not crow ned, except he ſtrive law- 


fullyſ. They who wreſtled in the Olym- 

ick Games, if they transgreſſed the Rules 
preſcribed for that Exerciſe, did but la- 
bour in vain. And if they who follow after 


— pay no Regard to the Rule 


given. 
» Page 8 Heb. l. 14 . Mat. V. 6. 
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given us for this in the Scriptures, they 


will 1:-ſe the Things which they have 
wrought, but acting agreeably to this Rule, 


they may depend upon it that they ſhall 


receive a full Reward. 


The grand Rule to be obſerved, that 


we may ſucceed in following after Righ- 


teouſneſs, is to ſeek it by Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and not as if it were to be had by 


the Works of the Law. For if Chriſt be 


to us a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of 
Offence, if he be neglected, and ve have 
no Regard to what he has done, all the 


Pains we may take in ſeeking it will be to 
no purpoſe“. 


It may well be faid that this Rule is 


tranſgreſſed by thoſe, who being 1g- 


norant of God's Righteouſneſs, and going 
about to eſtabliſh their own, have not ſub- 


mitted themſelves to the Righteouſneſs of 
GodT : But we may juſtly ſpeak of thoſe 


as obſerving it, who conſider Chriſt as the 
Endof the Law for Righteouſneſs ro every 


one that believeth, and who are above all 
Things concerned to win Chriſt, and to be 
found in him, not having their own Righ- 


teouſneſs which is of the Law. but that 
which is through the Faith of Jeſus. 


* Rom. 1x, 31. Kc. 1 Rom. x. z. : 
ED | Fa 
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( 4 
But our Author tells us als © if we turn 


our Eyes to the Scripture it will appear, 
that this Something 1s the great Engine 


leſt the Light of the Goſpel of the 

Glory of Chriſt ihould ſhine unto them : 
It will appear, that if we imagine that 
we poſſeſs, or deſire to attain any requi- 
fite to our Acceptance with God, either 
aſide from, or in Connexion with the 
bare Work of Chriſt, Chriſt is become of 
no Effect to us.—Chriſt ſhall profit us 


c 
© employed to blind the Minds of Men, 
0 


uſt, if all that he means is that this Some- 
hog, this Requilite, this favourite Diſ- 
tin don, as it is called, is not conſidered 
as the Ground of our Acceptance with 


God, or the Reafon why God ſhould be 


well pleaſed with us ; and conſequently, 
© the Foundation, Light and Life of our 


© whole Religion+,* For other Founda- 
tion for our Hopes can no Man lay than 


that which is laid, which is Chriſt Jeſus. 


But this notwithſt anding, that there is no 


being accepted of God unleſs we have 


Something that diſtinguiſhes us from 


others, and from what we ourſelves once 


were, and that there 1s no enjoying the 


- future 
C Page 96. + Pais 98; © 4 Cor. 43, 11. 


nothing*. And the Obſervation is very | 


(45) 


future Bleſſedneſs without being righteous, 
is very evident from this of the Apoſtle, 
Know ye not that the Unrighteous ſhall nos 

inherit the Kingdom of God ? Be not deceived, 


neither Fornicat:rs, nor Adulterers, nor 


7 


Thizves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, &c. 
ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Ged; And ſuch 
were ſome of you ; but ye are Waſhed, but 
ye are Sanctiſied, but ye are Fuſtiſied in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, and Ly the Spirit 
of our God. 
© Unleſs therefore we are | Righteous all 
our Hopes are vain. And yet our Au- 
thor will have it that we don't do well to 
follow after Righteouſneſs. For he tells 


us that © the Scripture aſſerts that all 


who attain to Righteouſneſs are ſuch as 


© were not ſeeking after it. The Gentiles 


which followed not after Righteouſneſs, 
have attained to Righteouſneſs, even the 
Righteouſ: eſs which is of Faith. But 
1/zael which followed, hath not attain- 

edf. I was found of them that ſought 
me not, I was made manifeſt unto them 
that aſked not for mei.“ And it muſt. 
be granted that ſome among the Gentiles 
Ataned. to that Righteouſneſs which they 


did 


1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. + Rom. ix, zo O, Ji: 
3 Ch. x. 20. p. 96. 1 
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neſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan 
_ unto God, and were ſanctified and juſtifi- 
ed by the Faith that is in Jeſus, upon the 
very firſt hearing of the Goſpel. It is 


_ attain it: But it cannot be proved that 


. (46) 3 
did not follow after. For their Eyes were 
opened, and they were turned from Dark- 


alſo granted that many of the Iſraelites, 
who followed after Righteouſneſs, did not 


this was the Caſe of all the Gentiles who 
attained to Righteouſneſs; or of all the 
djraelites who followed after it. But how- 
Ever it might have been with any of them 
before, this is certain that immediately on 
their believing in Chriſt they became Fol- 
lowers of Righteouſneſs. | 

It is ſaid that Righteouſneſs comes 
* unto Men always unſent for; not meer- 
ing Men inquiring after it, but over- 


C taking them when running away“. 


Thus it was indeed as to Saul, and thus it 
has been in many other Inſtances; but this 
does not prove that it is the ſame with all. 

We are told that theſe Words, I wwas 


: Joena of them that ſought me not, © plainly 


£ ſhew that Faith comes not by any Hu- 


man Endeavours, or by the Uſe of any 


N Means, even under the greateſt Advan- 
** 
® Page 84. 


„ 
tages that Men can enjoy; but of that 
fame Sovereign good Pleaſure which 
provided the grand Thing to be believ- 
* ed*.” And if by this no more were 
meant than that Faith is the Operation 
and Gift of God, it might well be received 
as a Doctrine agreeable to the Goſpel as 
the Word of his Grace : But what can be 
more oppoſite to it conſidered as the 
Truth which is after Godlineſs, than the 
teaching that all Human Endeavours to 
attain the Righteouſneſs which is of Faith 
are not meerly unneceſſary and vain, but 
even prejudicial, as they certainly are, if 
they only attain it who are not ſeelcing 
after it, or if they who are running away 
from God are the only Perſons that find 
| him? What if Human Endcavours will 
not do of themſelves, mult they therefore 
be looked upon as wholly uſeleſs ? Paul 

may plant, and Apollos may water, and 

both will labour in vain, unleſs God gives 
| the Increaſe, But this notwitſtanding, 
| Paul did well to plant, and Apollos to 
| water, We muſt do that which is our 
Duty, and look to God for Succeſs ; and, 
bleſſed be his Name, we 9. not want for | 
incouragement. 1 
#: P az e 390. + 1 Cor. iii. 6. 5 
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I am therefore ſo far from joining with 


our Author in cenſuring the Sermons of 


our moſt popular Preachers, for being 
* adapted to the Purpoſe of ſetting the 


Minds of the People in Motion to do 


* ſomething toward their Peace with 
© God*®,” that I cannot but think that the 
more proper their Sermons are to an- 
ſwer this End, the more they are to be 


admired and commended ; and that, with 


a View to this, they have done very well 
in letting their Hearers know, that unleſs 


they have acquainted themſelves with God, 


and are at Peace with him, they are under 


the Curſe of his Holy Law, and can no 


ways be delivered from his Wrath, but by 


that Faith which working by Love puri- 
fies their Hearts. And altho' * Convic- 


tions of Guilt are often awakened b 


* Sickneſs, the Approach of Death, and 


other CalamitiesF,* yet it muſt be own- 
ed, that the Preaching of the Law is one 


| Means very proper to raiſe theſe Convic- 


tions in the Mind of a Sinner. 
It is juſtly obſerved that © the Divine 


© Mercy is not] narrow and limited, nor 
* like that of Man backward to interpoſe 

* till ſome inviting and amiable Requi- 
= cite 
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« ite appear in the Object*.“ But it 
ought to be conſidered, that as long as the 
Sinner is not convinced of his Guilt, he 
is back ward to receive that Mercy which 


God is ready to beſtow upon him. Hence 


it is that our Bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks in 
this Manner to ſuch as truſted in them- 
ſelves that they were Righteous ; They 
that be whole need not a Phyſician but they 
that be Sick : I am not come to call the 
Righteous, but Sinners to Repentancet. 

It is ſaid that there is no Occaſion for 
popular Preachers to lead Men through 
their idle Proceſs of the Law, before 
they diſplay the glad Tiding ſet before 
themt.* And indeed I ſee no Reaſon. 


for their not diſplaying the glad Tidings 


of the Goſpel at the fame Time thar the 


ſet forth the Terrors of the Law: But 
methinks the talking of the idle Pro- 


ceſs of the Law of Ged looks as if our Au- 


thor thought that the Preaching of it is 
wholly ncedleſs, and the rather becaule 


he adds, 
If Chriſtian Teachers would imitate 


© the Apoſtles in Preaching. let them 
© hold forth the Sacred Truth, Chriſt 
Crucified, the Divine Wiſdom and 


. 3 Power 
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to God to make Converts. The mer- 
ciful Truth is all ſufficient to ſave: It 
needs no requiſite for Man to produce 


K M M W a 


after all that the moſt zealous and popu- 


lar Preachers can do, they muſt leave it 


wholly to God to make Converts. For 


that is his Work and not theirs. So that 
the moſt able Miniſters of the New Teſt- 


ament ſhould look to him for his Bleſſing 
on their Miniſtry ; and give him the Praiſe 


and Glory of all the Converts that are 
ever made by it. For neither is he that 
Planteth any Thing, nor he that Water- 


eth, but God that giveth the Increaſe t. 
It is alſo certain that unleſs they hold 
forth the Sacred Truth, Chriſt Crucified, 
they may well think that all their Labour 
will be in vain: But ſurely we may ſay, 
that the holding forth of this Truth is 
not the oaly Thing to which they are to 


attend. No, but that after the Apoſtle's Ex- 


ample knowing the Terrors of the Lord they 
| ſhould do all they can to perſuade menq; 


and make uſe of the Law as a School- 

Maſter to convince them of their Guilt, 

and lead them to Chriſt that they may be 
J 2-1 1 NG 
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Power to Salvation and leave it wholly 


a Reliſh for it'*, And it is certain that 
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juſtified by Faith in him*. And agree- 
ably to this we may ſay that the Preach 
ing of the Law is very proper to prepare 
Men for receiving the Goſpel. 


Road to Damaſcus ? And if we enquire : 


This merciful Truth was no other than 


is hard for thee to kick againſt the Pricks. 
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Grace was the Means not only of con- 


„ 


But ſays our Author © what prepara- 
tive, what requiſite hd Paul, when the 
c merciful Truth ſurpriſed him on the 


into the Effect it had upon him, we 
find it made ſuch a Revolution in his 
Sentiments, and all the Springs of his 
Life, as if we ſhould ſee a mighty Tor- 
rent changed from Eaſt to Weſt by the 
Shock of an Earthquake f. 

And yet, excepting the kind Expoſtu- 
lation, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? 


this, I am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt, it 
And this through the Power of Divine 


vincing him of his evil Ways, and the 
dreadful Conſequences of perſiſting in 
them, but of changing his Heart, - and of 
making him the faithful Servant of Chriſt, 
who jult before was a blaſphemer of his 
a Name, a Perſecutor of his People, 


1 2 and 
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and as injurious as poſſible to them, and 
to his Intereſt in the World. 
And as from conſidering the Caſe of 
this Convert we may learn the Neceſſity 
and good of a thorough Conviction of 
Guilt, fo it may well recommend the 
_ Preaching of the Law, which, as was 
laid is very proper to raiſe this Convic- 
ton in the Mind of a Sinner. 
The Apoſtle tells us indeed, that he 
© was deſigned for a Pattern to them 
* which ſhould hercafter believe to Life 
everlaſting*.* But it cannot be thought 
that he meant to tell us that they all 
ſhould be converted to the Faith of Jeſus 
in the ſame manner that he was; as that 
Chriſt ſhould appear to them in Perſon, 
and at a Time when they ſought not after 
him, but were running away from him 
and that the Day of their firſt Conviction 
| thould be the Day of their Converſion ; 
no, but his Words are as if he had ſaid, 
Although I was the chief of Sinners, 
yet I have obtained Mercy, to the End 
that all awakened Souls, how heinous 
loever their Sins may have been, may be 
fully aſſured, that believing on Chriſt, 
they ſhould be treated by him in the 
2 ſame. 
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* ſame kind and gracious Manner. When 
* ſuch a notorious Rebel as I have been, 
© have not only received the Free Pardon 
of all my Sins, but a Tie through 
* Grace to Life everlaſting, let not any 
q lye down in Deſpair, let em not be 
* ſaying, it is in vain for us to look unto 
* Chriſt that we may be ſaved”. 
We are told that ro Man before he 
believes can have any Ground of Hope 
but what is fictitious and vain**. Eut 
it ought o be oblerved that there is a 
Hope which incourages us to believe, ag 
well as a Hope which ſprings from Faith, 
and conſequently preſuppoſes it. And in 
the former Senſe of the Word, tho' not in 
the latter, it may very well be ſaid that, 
the conſidering this Apoſtle as a Pattern 
or Example of the Mercy of Chriſt to 
thoſe who believe on him, may give even 
unbelievers that Ground for Hope which 
ſhould in Reafon engage them to beheve. 
The fame we may ſay of the Words of 
St. Peter, to him give all the Prophets 
witneſs, that through his Name, whoſo- 
ever believeth in him ſhall receive Remiſ. 
| Gon of SinsF. Our Author's Faith in- 
deed, An Aſſent to the Truth of the Goſpel, 
* Page 288. f AQ. x. 43. - 


ks - * A 


— . De” IW->- 


2 


5 r — — a. $2 - — — * y : — 
_— * an — 2 2 OT og b & 2 


n 
— FS be — . V 88 2 * _ 
= — ͤ—6u. %ðÜ ** 


( 54 ) 


is ; neceſſary to our having this Hope. But 
this Hope is a great inducement, if not 
abſolutely neceſſary, to that Faith which 
the Scripture ſpeaks of as juſtifying and 
laving. 
Every one therefore, who has ſuch a 
Senſe of his Guilt that he cannot but look 
upon himſelf as the chief of Sinners, 
would do well to have this Pattern of the 
exceeding abundant Grace of our Lord in 
his Eye, as proper to incourage him to 
believe that he may obtain Life everlaſt- 
ing: But then let him not fail to ob- 
ſerve, that he will in vain pleaſe himſelf 
with the Thoughts of being thus bleſſed, 
unlefs, after the Example ot this Convert, 
he receives Chrilt Jeſus as his Lord as well 
as Savicur, and yields himſelf to him as 
his Servant, at the fame lime that the 
he looks to him, and trufts in him for Sal- 
vation. 


As Sarl of an Enemy to Chriſt became 


his Servant the very Moment of his believ- 
ing in him, fo the ſame may be ſaid of the 
Malefactor who prayed to Feſus on the 


Croſs, and indeed of every true Believer. 


The lame Revolution is made in his Senti- 
ments, and in all the Springs of Life. 
This is the Language of every believing 


Soul, 5 


( 55 


Soul, Lord what wilt thou bave me 1o do. 
He is turned from the Power of Satan un- 
to God, and as he reſolves to become a 


better Man than he was before, ſo he im 


mediately acts agreeably to this pious Re- 


ſolution, putting away the Evil of his 


doings from before the Eyes of the Lord 


ceaſing to do Evil and beginning to do 


well, and upon ſuch a Principle as is proper 
to lead him to a patient Continuance in 
well-doing. 


As to the Malefator I have mentioned 


there is no occafion to enquire how it was 
with him before he was led forth to be 
crucified. It is ſufficient to obſerve, that 
how vile ſoever he might have been, yet, 
when number'd among true Believers, 
there was no Reaſon for calling him“ a 
worthleſs Fellow* ;* or to ſay that * he 

© ſaw no difference betwixt himſelf and 
© his fellow Criminalj}*. And one would 


wonder what ſhould lead our Author to 


ſpeak of him in this Manner, when, 


but a little before, he had told us, 


| that © being given to underſtand, by what 


© he heard and ſaw, what for a Perſon he 

© was who hung crucified betwixt him 

and his fellow Tranſgreſſor, on ſeeing 
5 375 333 
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* what was done on the Green Tree, fear- 
ing what might befall the Dry, ſo dread- 
ing a far greater Puniſhment in the 
© other World, than he was preſently ſuf- 
© fering in this; he difſents from, and re- 
+ bukes his Fellow for Joining with the 
_« Jews, and preſents his Supplication to 
- + Jeſus. Ard thus he ſhews us what his 
Faith was“. A Faith by which ſuch a 
gracious Change was wrought in him as 
tufficiently diſtinguiſhed lim from his. 
wicked Companion. 
It cannot be ſaid chat either this Male- 
factor, or Saul, prayed for this Faith, 
For God prevented them bo h wi:h the 
Bleſſings of his Goodneſs, and was found 
of them when they fought him rot. But 
as to all who are concerned to believe to 
the ſaving of their Souls, it is very proper, 
after the Example of ſome Preachers, 
whom our Author has ſeen attending Cri- 
minals led to Execution, to direct them to 
pray for a new HeartÞ ; or in other Words, 
for that Faith by which they may be ſarc- 
«tified ; that Faith which working by Love 
purifi-s the Heart: For no other Faith is 
_ juſtifying and ſaving. They are not indeed 
to pray for this new Heart, that ſo they 
8 may 
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T9): 
may be more meet Objects for the Com- 
paſſion of Jeſus*, but they ought to pray 
for it as that without which there is n9 


poſſibility of their being uſtifi. d and fe- 
ved. 


We are to d that ail who 1 10 


Goſpel find in it a Righteoutnets ſult 


Sy 


Favour, at all Events, whether they live 

or die, without ſeeing the leaſt Diffe- 
rence betwixt themſelves and any dying 
Malefactorj*. And I freely own that 


R „* 


this Righteouſneſs is ſufficient to recom- 
mend us to the Divine Favour, and that 


nothing elſe can do it. But it onght to 
e. obſerved, that it never was deſigned to 


do this for fo much as one wicked Perſon 
without making him righteous. There i is no 
doubt but that Chriſt is able to ſave to 
the uttermoſt, but he ſaves none but thoſe 


who come unto God by him; none but 

thoſe whom he makes his People, and he 
ſaves them from their Sins. He is ſent 
to us to bleſs us and it is in him only, that 
we either are, or can be bleſſed; but he 


bleſſeth none but thoſe whom he turneth 


away trom their Iniquiticsg. 


Mat. 1. 21. 9 Heb v Mic 28. 
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Suppoſing therefore, that there hadbeen 
no other difference betwixt the two Ma'e- 
factors who were crucified with Je'us but 

this, that one of them railed on him as an 
Impoſtor, and the other believed that he 
was the Chriſt, they had both periſhed in 
their Sins. For if he who prayed to him, 
. Lord remember me wh-n thou comeſt into thy 
Kingdom, had regarded iniquity in his 
Heart“; he would have received no other 
Anſwer than this, I know thee not, depart 
from me, thou worker of InquityT. 

The after Life and carriage of Saul was 
a plain Proof of his being a ſincere Con- 
vert, from the very Moment of his being 
a Believer. And as to this dying Criminal 
we have all the Evidence, that one in his 
Circumſtances could give of it's being the 


ſame with him. He acted becoming a 


real Convert, a true Penitent in rebuking 
him who had been hisCompanion inWick- 
edneſs. His manner of ſpeaking, diſt then 
not fear God, ſecirg thou art in the ſame 
_ Condemnation may fairly be conſidered as 
an Intimation, that he himſelf had the fear 
of God before his Eyes. He was ſo ſenſi- 
ble of his Sin that he openly acknowledges 
the Equity of the Sentence which was paſt 
upon 

, Pi bi. 18. + Mat. vii. 22, wy 
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upon him, and we indeed juſtly , for Te re- 
cerve the due Reward of our Deeds. ' And 


he vindicates the Character of Jeſus, but 


this Man hath done nothing amiſs. But be 


this as it may, the Anſwer he received to 


his Prayer, puts this Matter beyond all 
_ diſpute. For if a gracious Change had 
not been wrought in him, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour could not have ſaid to him, to Day 


halt thou be with me in Paradiſe, van 


contradicting the Doctrine which he had 


taught the People upon all Occaſions ; ex- 
cept ye repent ye ſhall perifh*. Except a 


Man be torn again he cannot fee the King- 


Aom of Grd+, Not every one that ſaith un- 


to me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the King- 


dom of Heaven, but he that doth the Mill of 


a Father which is in Heavent. 
Agpreeable to this is that of St. Paul, if 


3 any Man love not the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, let 
him be Anathema Maranatha\|. For it is 


the ſame as to ſay if an) Man obey not the 
Lord Feſus let him be accurſed : For this is 
Love that we keep his Commandments“. 

And as he himſelf has rold us, if any Man 
love him he well his Words . 


Chriſt 


* Table. xiii. z, 5. T Joh. „ Mat. 
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Chriſt indeed has ſaid that he that be“ 


 lieveth on bim is not condemned* ; but that 
we may reconcile this to his own Doctrine 


and that of his Apoſtle we muſt underſtand 
him as ſpeaking of that believing from 
which Love and Obedi nce do immediate 
ſpring, as light from the Sun. For ther 


is no ſuch thing, as being juitified and yet 


condemned; bleſſed and yet accurſed at 
the ſame Time; juſtified and bleſſed as be- 


lie ving in Chriſt; but c-ndemned and ac- 


curſed becauſe we do not love and obey 


him. And from this it evidently follows 


that as there is no being ſaved without 
Faith, ſo neither without! love and obedi- 


ence. 
It is the Nature of true Faith, that Faith 


which is juſtifying and ſaving to produce 


Love, and it is the Nature of Love to pro- 


duce Obedience, as therefore he who be- 


lieves on the Lord Jeſus loves him in Sin- 
cerity, ſo his Soul is ſaying to him, Lord 
thou art my Lord. I am thy Servant. What 
wilt thou have me 10 do? _ 

It is indeed ſetting the Character of true 


Believers quite out of our reach, in the 
8 preſent State, to ſpeak of them as perfect 
in their obedience. F or if we ſay that we 


wy have 
* Joh. ili. 1 8. 
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have no Sin, we deceive ourſelves and the 
Truth is not in us*. But then we muſt 
not think that any of them are godly or 
unrigbieous. For the Wrath of God is 


revealed from Heaven againſt all ungod- - 


lineſs and unrighteouſneſs of Men, who 
hold the Truth in unrighteouſneſsF. A- 
greeable to this we tind that they only are 


ſaid to have the End everlaſting Life, who 


being made free from Sin, and become 


Servants to God have their Fruit unto | 


Holineſst ; and that this Character 1s given 
of all who are in Chiiſt Jeſus, to whom 


there is no condemnation, that they walk 


not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit}, 


And altho' they, who being juſtified by 


Faith have Peace with God through our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are not perfect in their 
Obedience, yet it may be faid of them 


that they have reſpect unto all the Com- 
mandments* , all God's Judgments are be- 
fofe them, and they put not away any of his 
Statutes from them, no, not even that, 
which is the molt directly contrary to their 
own Iniquityſ. They hunger and thirſt 
aſter Righteouſneſs}, and their Hopes of 


being made like to Chriſt by being him | 
| G as 
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as he is lead them to purify themſelves 
as he is pure“. Suppoſe therefore that we 


are for keeping all the known Command- 
ments of God, one only excepted we are 

to conſider - ourſelves not as the Lovers 
and Servants of Chriſt, but as Tranſ- 
greſſors who pay no Regard to his Au- 
thority, which is the ſame in all his 


Precepes f. 


5 Our Author' s Objection to chis Dock- 
* rine, namely,” that it animates Men 
to work out their own Juſtification be- 
fore God, by diligently following after 
6 Righteouſneſs,” has I think been already 


obviated; but that nothing that has been 
449 may have this fatal Effect on any of 


my Readers, I ſhall conclude with ers 


bf ing, that this enters into the Character of 
uch as believe to the ſaving of their Souls, 
that as they worſhip God in the Spirit, 
and love and ſerve the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


in Sincerity, ſo they rejoice in him as the 


Foundation of all their Hopes of the di- 


vine Favour}, and have no confidence in 
the Fleſh, or in any works of Righteouſ- 


neſs which they have doney ; but are look - 


ing for the Mercy of our Lord jeſus Chriſt 


unto eternal Life. 4 WC 58 
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